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1. SECONDARY CURRICULUM CONNECTION 

The Curriculum Connection contains upcoming information regarding assessments, curriculum         
updates, video clips, instructional websites, and more.  Please see Enclosure #1 for specific middle 
and high school information.                                          

                                                                                                                      Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 

2. SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING CONNECTION NEWSLETTER 
 

See Enclosure #2 to read the new Social Emotional Learning Connection Newsletter.       
              

      Teresa Knoblauch, ext. 3124/Deborah Watson, ext. 3151 
3. TECHNOLOGY NEWSLETTER 

See Enclosure #3 to read the first technology newsletter of the year!     
                                      Keith Madsen, ext. 3125 

4. WELLNESS TIPS 
Please see Enclosure #4 to explore your five senses to help you gently turn your attention to the 
present moment and surroundings. 

  Tori Bontrager, ext. 1003 
5. SIGN UP FOR THE WELLNESS CHALLENGE 
 

This challenge will help you recognize and increase your daily healthy habits. This challenge will 
begin on September 7th and end on October 2nd. See Enclosure #5 for more details. 
           Tori Bontrager, ext. 1003 
 
 

 



   

6. FREE MONTHLY TOPICAL GROUPS 
 

Parkview Health will sponsor Topical Groups through the Employee Assistance Program that will 
provide a mix of education and supportive discussions.  See Enclosure #6 for more details. 
 
             Tina Grady, ext. 1009 

7. CPR/AED TRAINING 
Classes are offered free of charge twice a month through the end of the school year. September and 
October classes will be held in the Heritage area and November classes will be held in the Woodlan 
area. All classes will start at 4:15 PM, class size is limited and requires pre-registration. If you need 
this certification for your license renewal, email or call (ext. 7008) Abby Koroncevicius, Health 
Services Coordinator. 

September – October – November 2020 Class Schedule: 

September 15 (Tuesday at HEHS) 
September 24 (Tuesday at HEHS) 
October 13 (Tuesday at HEHS) 
October 29 (Thursday at HEHS) 
November 5 (Thursday at WOHS) 
November 17 (Tuesday at WOHS) 

Certification is through the American Heart Association and lasts for two years. Any employee 
interested in, or needing certification renewal may also participate in this training. 

                Abby Koroncevicius, ext. 7008 
 

8. REMINDER: 2021 LILLY ENDOWMENT TEACHER CREATIVITY FELLOWSHIP PROGRAM  
  
Are you a licensed teacher, principal, assistant principal, media specialist or school counselor and 
have held that position since the Fall of 2018? If so, you are likely eligible to apply for one of 100 
awards for up to $12,000 that Lilly Endowment will be awarding educators in Indiana through the 
Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program (TCFP). The Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program supports 
educators throughout Indiana by providing resources for them to take time for meaningful renewal.  
 

The Lilly Endowment is aware that educators are facing mounting and evolving challenges related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Especially during this difficult time, the TCFP renewal program plans to 
support educators through new experiences, exploration and reflection. The Endowment anticipates 
that educators will discover renewed energy in their careers, innovative approaches to teaching and 
educational leadership, and thoughtful ways to encourage students’ creative thinking. 
 

Application details are available the Lilly Endowment's website: www.teachercreativity.org. If you are 
interested in completing an application this year, please contact Wendy Hoering by October 1, 2020 
so we may include your request in an upcoming School Board meeting for approval to request and 
receive these funds! The application deadline is November 2, 2020. Teacher Creativity Fellowship 
award recipients will be announced February 26, 2021. EACS has been fortunate to have several 
TCFP awardees in the past and is continually grateful to the Lilly Endowment for their dedication to 
recognizing and supporting educators! 

 Wendy Hoering, ext. 3161 
 

http://www.teachercreativity.org/


   

Remember to Mask Up, 
Wash Hands,  

Social Distance! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

Important Dates 

September 4, 2020Secondary: Middle School & High School 

Questions or Concerns about the Bundles? 
Please make sure you fill out a bundle feedback form located on the district 

shared drive. 

EL Corner

• Post-test essential vocabulary using the same

format as the pretest to track growth and

comprehension both during and after learning.

What's New in EDGE?
(EACS High Ability Education)

NWEA
Bundle 1 9/8 - 9/18/2020

10/14 - 10/28/2020

PhET SCIENCE AND MATH SIMULATION LINK

Encouragement for Educators
In the midst of new instructional strategies and 

delivery methods, East Allen County Schools' educators 
still strive to ensure students are receiving an equitable and 
rigorous curriculum.  After many hours, late nights and 
a strong dedication to education, classroom teachers, 
counselors and administrators might benefit from an 
extremely encouraging testimony. Two high school 
English teachers changed a young man's life drastically.  
May these highlights of Dr. Saenz's story encourage 
our corporations' educators with a compelling reminder of 
why they entered the field of education.  

Adam Saenz shares his inspiring and true story of 
how educators were the light unto his path, years after he 
graduated high school, in his powerful book:  The Power of 
a Teacher.  Dr. Saenz thrived in school until his 
parents divorced, and his dad left their family when he 
was in the third grade.  By sixth grade, two of his best 
friends were shot by gang members.  Furthermore, he 
was dealing drugs, forced to watch an assault and 
arrested for possession of drugs, all within that same 
year.  Although he was sent to live with family friends 
and graduated high school without any more legal 
trouble, his “adoptive” parents wiped their hands clean 
of him after he graduated high school.  Many years 
later, desolate and homeless, he found letters two 
high school English teachers had written him. Both 
teachers praised him for his writing talents, which 
motivated Dr. Saenz to pursue post-secondary education.

After receiving his Bachelor's degree, 
opportunities were endless for Dr. Saenz; he had requests 
from multiple Ivy League schools to attend their doctorate 
programs.  Years after counseling patients, he decided 
to substitute teach because he wanted to make a 
difference in students’ lives.  He soon realized the best 
psychological practices were unsuccessful in the 
classroom.  Instead of running from education, he 
dove into the realm of blending his professional 
practice and educational pedagogies to help students 
succeed in the classroom.  His personal testimony 
epitomizes how teachers impact students for the duration 
of their lives. (Saenz, The Power of a Teacher, 2012). 

Saenz, A. (2012, April 20). The 
Power of a Teacher. Intermedia 
Publishing Group, Inc.

   May you be encouraged by
surrounding yourself with positive and 
motivating truths of why educators are 
essential in society. If you are 
interested in reading the book 
referenced above, the information is 
provided.  

8/24 - 9/18/2020

Co:Writer Universal (App) AMAZING!! 

As a student types in English, 
their native language, or both, 
CoWriter predicts what they are 
writing by listing translation/ 
spelling/ word choices. These 
can be clicked and heard, or 
even defined, in English and 
native language. If a student 
types "Ay Li gatos," choices 
appear such as “Alligators” and 
"I like cats" (since gatos is 
Spanish for cats). 

The student can hear their corrected sentence in English as 
well as in their native language, to ensure it’s what they 
meant to say!  Language options are the same as those in 
Google Translate (ie. Burmese but not Karen). NOTE: this 
is a great tool for ALL Students (even those not literate in 
any language) due to the read aloud options! See your Tech 
Coach to have it downloaded onto both your iPad and your 
student’s iPads – and it’s free!

Bundle 2 10/12 - 10/23/2020
PSAT

http://www.iag-online.org/Awards%20and%20Scholarships/scholarships/
http://www.iag-online.org/Awards%20and%20Scholarships/scholarships/
http://www.iag-online.org/Awards%20and%20Scholarships/scholarships/
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Connect with your SEL Coach!  
Heather Hunley    
District SEL Coach    
HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us; Ext 3157 
Administrative Annex, Room 106  
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Social Emotional Learning Connection 
Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) is the process through which children 
and adults acquire and effectively apply the knowledge, attitudes, and skills 
necessary to understand and manage emotions, set and achieve positive 
goals, feel and show empathy for others, establish and maintain positive 

relationships, and make responsible decisions. - CASEL 

Hi! 

It’s so good to be back!  For those that are new and as a reminder for 
those a little more seasoned, I’m Heather Hunley, one of two district 
Social Emotional Learning Coaches.  This year, I’ll be partnering with 
administrators, teachers, counselors, and staff to help build your 
toolbox of the 7 social emotional learning competencies you see on the 
‘tree’ at the left. Since we can’t model what we don’t have and we can’t 
pour from an empty well, I want to focus on YOU and adult SEL in the 
months to come.  Don’t hesitate to connect with me if you have any 
questions or want additional support and resources for SEL.  I love to 
hear from you! 

Self-Care 
Self-care is not selfish.  It allows you to bring a better version of yourself to work and to be more present with those you 
work and live with.  Unfortunately, self-care doesn’t just happen, it’s intentional.  It doesn’t just happen one time, it’s a 
rhythm you develop as part of a life style.  This will look different for everyone.  What does this look like for you?  (A set 
bed time to get more sleep?  A daily walk?) I’ll share lots of self-care resources and ideas with you in future newsletters.  
What do you do for self-care as an educator?  Send me your tips!  I’d love to highlight what has worked for you.    

 

 

 

 
Resource: 
Build a Self-Regulation Plan 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IwJobw04qCnLsp
Q_G4OvKPhlOZHnfIQD/view 

Uncertainty  

We are living in a time of uncertainty and constant change.  The coming months will likely be characterized by a mix of 
emotions, logistical challenges, and continued adjustments.  This uncertainty can be a real cause of increased stress and 
anxiety.  However, we can teach ourselves (and our students!) to tolerate these trying times in a healthy manner.  One 
essential skill for this is self-care.  Before you tune out and say “I don’t have time for self-care,” consider the 
alternatives.  Do you have time for paralyzing overwhelm, neglect of your relationships with loved ones, or hiding from 
reality by numbing with ______ (fill in the blank: social media, Netflix, food, shopping, alcohol?)  Would you want your 
child to enter a classroom and be taught by a distracted, stressed-out teacher?  Take a deep breath.  Now take another 
one.  This isn’t meant to be a blame game or a time for shame to enter the picture.  But simply to recognize that WE ALL 
NEED dedicated self-care.   

 

 

 

Your Assignment  
What is one thing you’ll do this week as an act of intentional self-care? _______________________________________  

 

 

 

 

mailto:HHunley@eacs.k12.in.us
https://casel.org/what-is-sel/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IwJobw04qCnLspQ_G4OvKPhlOZHnfIQD/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IwJobw04qCnLspQ_G4OvKPhlOZHnfIQD/view


 

EACS Technology Newsletter September 4, 2020 
 
 

1.  For teachers in grades K-12: District Expectations for the use of Canvas in the first 
quarter of the school year are to build the class(es), add students, and begin posting weekly 
lesson plans/newsletters.  It is the suggestion of the Tech Dept and Tech Coaches that 
teachers learn to utilize the eLearning module process for the virtual classes.  The process 
is more efficient for students, parents, and teachers; please talk with your Tech Coach if 
you don’t yet know how to utilize the eLearning module in Canvas.   

 
2. For all staff who utilize an iPad: Staff iPads issued over the summer were 
new 128 GB staff iPad 7 with a Logitech keyboard case, and a new brick/cord.  It 
has a larger display (10.2”), supports Apple pencil, has the A10 fusion chip, an 
8-megapixel camera, and can do 1080p high definition video recording at 30 
frames per second.  For more on the new iPad 7s, please go here. 
 

3. For all staff who use Skyward: We are hearing that staff 
members prefer the Skyward Help Center to the Knowledge Hub.  If 
you are unsure how to access, go to the Knowledge Hub Options in 
the dropdown, and click on Help Center (see picture).  Using the 
Help Center is like a Google search for Skyward.  Please be specific 
about what you want to search for, and the Help Center will bring up 
those instructions. 

 
4. For all staff: Tim Rodgers is the new (started in June) Building Technician 
serving the EAU/Harding-area schools. Tim is a long-time resident of Allen County, 
except for 2 years spent in the West Lafayette area (Boiler Up!).  Tim’s wife 
Stephanie, is the Director of Guidance at Huntington North High School and they 
have a preschool daughter, Olivia. Tim’s hobbies include working on RasberryPi, 
Arduino, or going kayaking and “attempting” to play golf.  Please welcome Tim to 
EACS! 
 
Fun technology fact: Have you played with Google’s Earth 

Timelapse?  Earth timelapse is a global, zoomable video that lets you see how 
the Earth has changed over the past 35 years.  This would be a wonderful tool 
for any history or science class talking about how weather and climate change 
has affected the Earth within one generation, and support predictions for the 
future.   

 

https://www.apple.com/ipad-10.2/specs/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/
https://earthengine.google.com/timelapse/


FROM YOUR WELLNESSCOACH

Tori Bontrager
EACS Employee Wellness Coach  
Parkview Workplace Wellness

Ground yourself using the 5 senses grounding technique. 

Often, anxiety arises form worrying about things we cannot control or thinking about 
scary things that have not even happened yet. Try this activity to explore your five 
senses to help you gently turn your attention to the present moment and surroundings. 
Once you have completed this activity, take a deep breath and reflect on your 
experience.  

REMINDERS:
• Don’t forget about the 2020 iChoose Wellness Rewards 

Program! The deadline is December 4th, 2020.
• Check out the September Wellness Challenge, the EACS 

Healthy Living Challenge! 
• Reach out to Tori with any questions at ext. 1003 or 

tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us

mailto:tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us


EACS HEALTHY LIVING CHALLENGE 
 

Welcome to the EACS Healthy Living Challenge! This challenge will help you recognize and 
increase your daily healthy habits. This challenge will begin on September 7th and end on 

October 2nd. The tracking information needs to be completed by October 6th- there will be NO 
late submissions accepted. 

 

To complete this challenge, you will need to fill out the following form. You can do this daily or 
weekly, whichever works best for you. You will use this link every time you track your activity. 

You need to check the boxes that apply to you for the corresponding day. You can earn a 
maximum of 10 points per day of this challenge.  

*If you complete more than 10 points please track them, but you will only earn credit for 10 activities.  

 

To complete this challenge, you need to earn a minimum of 150 points. If you achieve this, you 
will be awarded 1 wellness credit for the 2020 iChoose Incentive Program! 

CLICK HERE FOR THE TRACKING SHEET FORM! 
or copy and visit: 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB6ywBFn_0ySuskBNi7z8F2PwGIgYJA7FSvrLb8_
9wprB-4g/viewform 

 

Your responses to this challenge will be automatically sent to Tori Bontrager, EACS employee 
wellness coach. Upon the completion of this challenge, Tori will email you to confirm that you 

completed the challenge! She then will award you the 1 wellness credit.  

 

Please email Tori at tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us with any questions. 

If you do not have access to a computer daily or weekly and would like to participate in this challenge, please 
ask Tori for paper tracking sheets.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB6ywBFn_0ySuskBNi7z8F2PwGIgYJA7FSvrLb8_9wprB-4g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdB6ywBFn_0ySuskBNi7z8F2PwGIgYJA7FSvrLb8_9wprB-4g/viewform
mailto:tbontrager@eacs.k12.in.us


Free Monthly Topical Groups
As the current pandemic persists, we all notice it taking a toll on us 
and our relationships. Parkview EAP is happy to announce 3 new 
free monthly virtual groups to help you manage the primary ways in 
which we are affected.  Each group will provide a mix of education and 
supportive discussion. 

For more information on our monthly topical groups or our general 
services, contact us at (260) 266-8060.

Meets the second Thursday of every month at 4 p.m.
Click here to register.

Meets the third Monday of every month at 4 p.m.
Click here to register.

Meets the fourth Wednesday of every month at 4 p.m.
Click here to register.

Stress & Anxiety Group - Begins September 10th

Depression Group - Begins September 21st

Relationships & COVID - Begins September 23rd

Now Offering

Want more info?

www.parkviewtotalhealth.com/employee-assistance-program

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpf-uurT0uGNzPDAxXHGSODI5oEPP_BpXa
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYscuisqz8pGNe5t04CdqtXcS-pKPBBI5Xt
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJElf--tqj4tGdea0vfqaf-t7CFvIjorBS8v
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